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The open studio approach has been the cornerstone of art therapy since the dawn of the 

profession in the 20th century. Art therapy was born out of the open studio and has since 

developed in various directions. In emergency situations, it is one of the central interventions 

offered to affected communities. Returning to the open studio model in emergency 

community interventions presents unique yet familiar ethical and practical questions. 

The proposed presentation focuses on the ethical questions that emerged in a community-

based emergency trauma intervention conducted in the Safe Space Open Studios (SSOS) 

following the traumatic events of October 7th in Israel. The SSOS initiative was originally 

developed in 2022 by YAHAT – the Israeli Association for Creative & Expressive Arts 

Therapies as an art-based community intervention for Ukrainian refugees, and was later 

adapted for survivors of the October 7, 2023 Hamas attack in the south of the country. Within 

just a few days, hundreds of creative arts therapists within YAHAT simultaneously 

established dozens of studio spaces serving thousands of survivors and evacuees. During 

this period of collective national trauma, the SSOS provided participants with a healing space 

both in the acute phase and in the months that followed. 

The aim of the proposed presentation is to discuss ethical issues and considerations arising 

during open-studio-based emergency interventions, drawing on the example of the SSOS. 

Issues related to the goals of emergency intervention and the characteristics of the SSOS 

setting—which differ from a clinical setting—will be discussed. Conventional art therapy 

principles concerning the storage of artworks, as well as the need to remove them from the 

studio, will be revisited. Questions concerning informed consent, the photographing of  
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artworks during the acute stage of trauma, and dilemmas of research ethics and 

documentation will be further explored. 
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